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existed between the patroness, Madame de Montbrillant,
and her poverty-stricken and irrational protege, Rene.
This displeasing personage, true to his character of taking
everything and " asserting his independence by ingrati-
tude/7 "begins by an ungracious refusal: and ends by
accepting Madame de Montbrillant's offer.

The kind lady is delighted, and confides her plans for
Rene's benefit to his friend, and her own lover, Volx; who,
to her surprise, severely disapproves of the arrangement.
Volx upon this occasion displays extraordinary prophetic
powers : he foretells that Een6 will certainly go mad at
Les Roches, because " no one is less suited than he for
the solitude of woods." He will quarrel with all his
friends, and accuse his benefactress, Madame de Mont-
brillant, of having persuaded him to renounce his
country 1

This Is the story that Sainte-Beuve, E. Scherer, Saint-
Mare Girardin, and Mr. John Morley all prefer to
Rousseau's charming history of Madame d'Epinay's
offer to him of the Hermitage.

The first fact, however, that is established by ex-
amination of the different manuscripts of the Memoirs,
is that the account, as it now exists, of Madame de
Montbrillant's offer to Eene of Les Roches, is not
Madame d'Epinay's original story. But that we have
to deal with one of the episodes that have been
" re-written from the commencement."

The incident occurs in the 130th cahier of the Arch-
ives MS. : and it Is plainly an interpolation; written
upon pages that are pasted on to the margin of pages
that have been cut out.

Amongst the Arsenal Notes, we have a series of
instructions given, which, indicate the plan that has
been followed in this interpolated passage. It must again
be insisted upon that both here and elsewhere through-
out this inquiry, the notes indicating the " changes
that are to be made in the fable," show what did not
exist in the first version of the story. In other words,ll mankind "
